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Welcome to the Peabody West Little League Quarterly Newsletter; a publication for the PWLL  
community to share information and talk all things baseball. The Newsletter is published quarterly 
and distributed via e-mail and on our Web site. If you have ideas for a story and/or would like to be 
a contributing author, please contact Public Relations/Fundraising Coordinator John Horgan at 
jhorg99@yahoo.com. Visit www.pwll.net for past editions of the newsletter. Thanks for reading!!! 
 

 
Another Season…. 

 
It’s hard to believe, but another PWLL 
Spring season has ended. A special good-
bye to all our players who were league 
age 12 in the 2017 Spring season and are 
“graduating”  from  little league. We look 
forward to hearing great things as many of 
you continue playing baseball in Babe 
Ruth, middle school, travel baseball, and 
beyond. You will always be part of the 
PWLL family!!! 

Thank You!!! 
 

A very big THANK YOU to everyone who 
helped make the PWLL Spring 2017 Season 
a success. This includes players, parents/
guardians, league supporters, coaches, 
umpires, and last but not least, the City of 
Peabody Parks, Recrea-
tion and Forestry Depart-
ment who kept our fields 
in pristine condition all 
season.  Thank you!!! 

THE NEW BATS ARE COMING!!!  THE NEW BATS ARE COMING!!! 
 
Just a reminder Little League International is changing bat standards for the 2018 
season. Effective January 1, 2018, Little League is adopting USA Baseball’s new 
standard for bat performance testing. Current Little League-approved bats can be 
used through December 31, 2017; bats that were approved for use in the 2017 sea-
son will no longer be acceptable for use in any Little League game or activi-
ty starting on January 1, 2018. According to information released by USA Baseball 
and Little League, “...the new USABat standard will create a wood-like performance in 

 youth baseball bats….USABat regulates how 
 much trampoline effect the barrel of a bat has on a 
 ball. It’s estimated this new standard will reduce 
 batted ball speed by approximately 10%.” Only 
 bats that bear the USABat licensing mark will be 
 permissible for play in little league games and     
 activities after January 1, 2018. For additional     
 information on the new bat standard, visit 
 www.LittleLeague.org. PWLL will pass along any 

      updates on this change as they are released by 
      Little League and USA Baseball.  
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PWLL is looking for Managers and Coaches for the upcoming 2018 PWLL 
Spring season. Please e-mail a letter to twinsplusone@aol.com before August 
31, 2017, if you are interested in a possible Manager or Coaching position.  In 
a brief description tell us why you would be a good Manager or Coach for 
PWLL. Please note we expect all Managers and Coaches to help out both on 
and off the field. It takes lots of work to run a league and we expect ALL of our 
Managers and Coaches to be a big part of that. 
 
PWLL is always looking for NEW Board Members. If you are interested in join-
ing the PWLL Board of Directors, please include that in your manager/coach 
letter or send a separate letter of interest for the board to twinsplu-
sone@aol.com. If you are interested in joining the PWLL Board, we also ask 
that you start attending our league meeting held once per month; dates and 
times of board meetings are always posted on PWLL’s Web site and are held 
at either Lt. Ross Park or at the Peabody Hockey Rink.  

 
PWLL coach Rafael Casiano is collecting gently used youth baseball equipment that will be 
sent to the Dominican Republic for use by underprivileged children there. Coach Casiano 
will make sure all donated equipment gets into the hands of deserving young players. 
Please contact Coach Casiano via e-mail at: rcasiano@fenway-group.com or via text at: 
(617) 308-8495 if you have baseball equipment you’d like to donate. Thank you!!! 
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2017 SPRING SEASON RECAP 
 

The PWLL 2017 Spring season is in the books and what a season it was!!! Congratulations to all 
teams and players in each division. Here’s a recap of the 2017 Spring Season: 
 
T-Ball - The T-Ball division continued to use the clinic/game format to teach the fundamentals of 
baseball. Lots of smiling faces were seen at the field this season!!! 
 
Coach Pitch/Single A - This combined division continued building on the fundamentals learned in 
T-Ball. All players on the CP/A teams improved tremendously during the season while transitioning 
to hitting without a tee and having players pitch. 
 
AA Division - The teams in AA had a great season. All teams played well with lots of close games. 
Players in AA played games with junior umpires and player pitching and catching. After a competi-
tive schedule, the AA Rays were the AA division champs this season. 
 
AAA Division - There were some great baseball games played in AAA this past Spring season by 
all teams. The AAA Rays had the best record in the regular season and continued rolling in the 
playoffs, ultimately winning the AAA championship and bringing home lots of hardware during the 
end of season BBQ. The AAA division teams continued playing “interleague” games against teams 
from Peabody Little League. These were fun games to play, both home and away. 
 
Majors Division - As in the past, the Majors division continued the tradition of playing some of the 
best little league baseball games in the area. Interleague games against teams from Peabody Little 
League continued and like our AAA teams, our Majors teams played very well in them. The Majors 
Orioles played great baseball all season and had the best regular season record. During the 
playoffs, the Orioles continued their winning streak and held off a surging Brewers team to win the 
championship and collect their share of hardware at the BBQ. 
 
All-Star and Tournament Teams -  
 
The 8 year old tournament team played in the Swampscott Little League Tournament. These young 
players represented PWLL well and made us all proud. The future of PWLL looks great!!! 
 
The 9 year old tournament team entered the Wyoma Little League Sawyer/Walsh Tournament   
during the month of July and played a number of highly competitive games against teams from 
throughout the North Shore. 
 
The 9/10 year old District 16 team faced fierce competition every game during the District 16        
All-Star tournament. After losing their first game, they battled back in the double elimination format 
and made it to the finals; ultimately losing to a strong Peabody Little League team in a hard-fought 
game. 
 
The 10/11 year old District 16 team played against tough teams from Swampscott and Winthrop. 
Despite an early exit from the All-Star tournament, the 10/11 team showed what it means to wear a 
PWLL uniform, demonstrating the characteristics of hard work, sportsmanship, and having fun.  
 
The 11/12 year old District 16 team won many games in dramatic fashion and made it to the finals, 
facing off against a strong 11/12 year old team from Peabody Little League. As with the 9/10 year 
old All-Star final game, the all-Peabody final in the District 16 All-Star 11/12 division did not disap-
point on the excitement scale.  Although our team fell just short after some clutch PWLL hitting sent 
the game into extra innings, we are proud of them. 
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    Did You Know? 
 
Who invented T-Ball? Many cities 
claim to be the birthplace of T-Ball, 
and many individuals have claimed 
to be its inventor. Research shows 
places such as Albion, MI and 
Starkville, MS claim to be the birth-
place of T-Ball. There is an individual 
from Georgia who claims to be the 
father of T-Ball. But a discussion on 
the creation of T-Ball would not be 
complete without the inclusion of 
Peabody native and U.S. Air Force 
Lt. Colonel John P. Zareas. Born in 
Peabody, MA in 1930, Mr. Zareas, 
who passed away in September 
2011 at the age of 81, published a 
book in 1965 on the rules of T-Ball. 
He was also recognized as the 
founder of T-Ball by the Cooper-
stown Baseball Hall of Fame and by 
the George W. Bush White House at 
a T-Ball game on the White House 
lawn. We may be biased, but our 
vote goes to Mr. Zareas!!!  

Coaches Corner 
 
As the saying goes, “communication is 
key”. This is true in youth sports, not only 
between a coach and players, but between 
the coach and parents. Regardless of the 
division you coach in, early in the season 
schedule a meeting with your team parents 
to introduce yourself, explain your coach-
ing philosophy, and share your goals for 
the team. Be sure to explain Little League 
is not a “win-at-all-costs program”, and that 
PWLL’s goal is to develop all players and 
for all players to have fun. Also, mention if 
there are any concerns during the season 
to address those with you directly. At the 
meeting, it’s a good opportunity to remind 
parents to show support from the stands 
and let the coaches coach and the umpires 
ump. Tell parents how you’d like to com-
municate (e-mail, text, etc…) and tell them 
you’d appreciate knowing if a player cannot 
make a game or practice well ahead of 
time. Finally, encourage parents to volun-
teer for a position within PWLL.   
 

 

 Fall Ball Registration is going on now. Season starts August 25th.  
 
 Field Preparations for Fall Ball - August 19th from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM. We need 

help getting our fields ready for Fall Ball!!! 
 
 Letter of interest to be a Manager/Coach for the 2018 season are due             

by August 31st. 
 
 August Board Meeting - date TBD 
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Sponsor Section 
 
PWLL would like to thank our generous sponsors for the 2017      
Season.  Please support the businesses that support PWLL!!! For   
contact information of our sponsors, visit www.pwll.net. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Atlantic Home Improvement Jade Restaurant Peabody Police 

Chick-fil-A John C. Olimpio, Esq. Red Sox Foundation 

Cora Operations, Inc. Luso-American Credit Union Rosewood Nursing Facility 

DeBiasi & Nash, LLC Madison Painting Rte 1 Sportsplex 

Dick's Sporting Goods MZL Dental Salem Five 

Direct Fuel Napa Auto Parts Show Baseball 

East Boston Savings Bank NEATCO Sonny’s Glass Tinting 

Eastern Land Survey New England Sports Photo Stocker Oil 

Everett Bank North Shore Bank Texas Road House 

Fabbo Fence North Shore Navigators 
The Law Office of        

Keith Slattery 

Giovanni's Roast Beef & Pizza Pavlo Orthodontics Thriftco Printing 

Herb Chambers of Lynnfield Peabody Fire Universal Screening 

Be sure to visit PWLL’s Facebook  
page at: www.facebook.com/PeabodyWesternLL 
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PWLL Pictures  
 
 
 
 

 

 

    

   

2017 Majors Champion Orioles with their trophy 

2017 AAA Champion Rays with their trophy 


